Acute and chronic water scarcity impacts four billion people, a number likely to climb with population growth and increasing demand for food and energy production. Chronic water insecurity and long-term trends are well studied at the global and regional level; however, there have not been adequate systems in place for routinely monitoring acute water scarcity. To address this gap, we developed a monthly monitoring system that computes annual water availability per capita based on hydrologic data from the Famine Early Warning System Network (FEWS NET) Land Data Assimilation System (FLDAS) and gridded population data from WorldPop. The monitoring system yields maps of acute water scarcity using monthly Falkenmark classifications and departures from the long-term mean classification. These maps are designed to serve FEWS NET monitoring objectives; however, the underlying data are publicly available and can support research on the roles of population and hydrologic change on water scarcity at sub-annual and sub-national scales.
Introduction
Reliable and up-to-date information about chronic and acute water scarcity is a much-needed resource for tackling regional and global water issues. An estimated four billion people currently face water scarcity [1] . By 2030 global population may reach 9 billion [2] , and demands on domestic, industrial and agricultural water needs are expected to substantially increase during that time, potentially by 40% [3] . In chronic water-scarcity areas, where demand persistently or seasonally exceeds supply, higher population and increased sectoral demands will likely require new strategies to strengthen long-term resilience. For acute, shorter-term, water-scarcity issues, droughts will continue to pose challenges in many regions. For Africa, large population growth and climate change-driven projected decreases in precipitation and runoff [4] are especially concerning for future chronic and acute water scarcity. Chronic and acute water scarcity have implications for national security [5] , food security [6] , and for achieving sustainable development goals through the food-water-energy nexus [7] . This study describes a resource that can inform decision making on water scarcity issues. Good assessments and planning require up-to-date and accurate information [8] , but despite the need, there has been a lack of near real time, acute water scarcity monitoring tools that meet these standards. time. As described in the Materials and Methods section, the system builds upon FLDAS drought monitoring capabilities to also support investigations into human water scarcity.
The Results section demonstrates applications of our water scarcity index beginning with the Kariba Dam on the border of Zambia and Zimbabwe which experienced extreme dry conditions in 2019. Next, we ask questions regarding the sensitivity of water scarcity to both supply and demand. Specifically, we ask: over continental Africa, (1) how has water scarcity changed over time as a function of changes in streamflow? (2) How has water scarcity changed over time as a function of changes in population? Then for the Lake Victoria basin, where human pressures are challenging water managers [28] , we explore the combined impacts of both streamflow and population change and how that manifests in our water scarcity index. We conclude with a discussion of strengths and weaknesses of our approach and avenues for future work and improvements.
Materials and Methods
We base routine water scarcity mapping ( Figure 1 ) on outputs from the FLDAS which is a custom instance of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Land Information System (LIS [29] ). The FLDAS's Noah 3.6 land surface model [30] is driven by CHIRPS rainfall [27] and NASA's Modern-Era Retrospective analysis for Research and Applications (MERRA-2) meteorological forcing [31] . The model partitions rainfall inputs into evapotranspiration, soil moisture storage, surface and subsurface runoff (i.e., baseflow). Surface runoff results from precipitation in excess of saturation and infiltration capacity, while subsurface runoff is gravity drainage from the bottom soil moisture layer. The sum, or total runoff, is routed through the river network with the Hydrologic Modeling and Analysis Platform version 2 (HyMAP-2) river routing scheme [32, 33] using the local inertia formulation [34] to simulate surface water dynamics, including streamflow (m 3 /s), in rivers and floodplains.
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We base routine water scarcity mapping ( Figure 1 ) on outputs from the FLDAS which is a custom instance of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Land Information System (LIS [29] ). The FLDAS's Noah 3.6 land surface model [30] is driven by CHIRPS rainfall [27] and NASA's Modern-Era Retrospective analysis for Research and Applications (MERRA-2) meteorological forcing [31] . The model partitions rainfall inputs into evapotranspiration, soil moisture storage, surface and subsurface runoff (i.e., baseflow). Surface runoff results from precipitation in excess of saturation and infiltration capacity, while subsurface runoff is gravity drainage from the bottom soil moisture layer. The sum, or total runoff, is routed through the river network with the Hydrologic Modeling and Analysis Platform version 2 (HyMAP-2) river routing scheme [32, 33] using the local inertia formulation [34] to simulate surface water dynamics, including streamflow (m 3 /s), in rivers and floodplains. To define catchments we use boundaries from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Hydrologic Derivatives for Modeling Applications (HDMA) database [35] . Catchments are attributed with Pfafstetter codes, based on a hierarchical numbering system, that carry important topological information. For instance, the Nile Basin is Pfafstetter level 1, and the Blue Nile basin is Pfafstetter level 2. For this application, we use Pfafstetter level 6 basins, to represent the relatively local nature of water supplies.
As a proxy for water demand, and consistent with the Falkenmark index, we use two population datasets. We use the WorldPop 2015 data [36] for routine mapping since these data provide better definition of the population distribution within the Pfafstetter level 6 basins than other data that we explored. For research questions regarding changes in population and water availability over time, we used the European Commission's Joint Research Center's (JRC) Global Human Settlement (GHS) data ( [8] ). These data are available for 1990, 2000 and 2015. Future work will explore how to use these data for time varying population in the routine scarcity maps, which will provide context to users on how both the changes in population and hydrology manifest as current water stress conditions. As a proxy for demand, we found population to be adequate because, first, withdrawal intensity and population have the same spatial patterns. Second, population data are available for different points in time and, third, a goal of this effort was to produce an operational framework where alternative datasets can be tested in the future. We explored using the water withdrawals and consumptive use datasets generated by the WRI Aqueduct program [25] . However, we had difficulty reconciling the magnitude of streamflow simulations with WRI withdrawal and consumptive values. Our attempt at using sub-national data on surface water and groundwater use estimates (i.e., blue water footprint [13] ) by sector [24] also was challenging because the data were not mapped. These and other alternatives should be explored for future efforts to better capture water demands from agriculture and other sectors.
The data and models used in our system, summarized in Table 1 , are publicly available, with the exception of the HyMAP-2 river routing scheme, associated parameters, and streamflow outputs. HyMAP-2 and parameters are anticipated to be in a future LIS release, but is still in development at the time of this study. MERRA-2 and monthly FLDAS outputs are provided by the NASA Goddard Earth Sciences Data and Information Services Center (GES DISC). While the spatial domain for all of the inputs is global, for initial development of this routine water scarcity mapping workflow we focused on the Africa domain where many FEWS NET countries of interest are located.
Using these inputs, we developed a new, modified version of the Falkenmark Index for routine water scarcity monitoring. Falkenmark Index thresholds ( Table 2 ) are specified annually, however, we required monthly updates of scarcity conditions. To accomplish this, we used a 12-month running total of the streamflow from the current and 11 previous months. This allowed us to use the standard Falkenmark thresholds while also reflecting the most up-to-date water scarcity conditions. We found this 12-month running-total approach to be superior to a simple monthly calculation (dividing the thresholds by 12), which resulted in the frequency of "no stress" or "absolute scarcity" conditions being too high. The reason for this is that deficits and surpluses were not carried over from month-to-month beyond what is implicit in the hydrological models.
The final products of our analysis that appear on the NASA FEWS NET project website (https: //lis.gsfc.nasa.gov/projects/fewsnet) are streamflow anomalies, the water scarcity index, and water scarcity anomalies which are calculated as follows.
The average of the routed streamflow is calculated for each Pfafstetter basin level 6 from the HDMA database [35] and converted to a volume of water (m 3 /month) (Figure 2a ). numeric value 1-4 (absolute scarcity to no stress, following categories listed in Table 2 ), which allowed us to compute the difference of the current water-scarcity classification from the climatology (Figure 2d ). We show maps of the components of this system for January 2019 maps as examples of system inputs (Figure 2a ,b) and outputs (Figure 2c,d ). Streamflow and outputs vary by month and year, while population inputs are currently static in the system. 
Results
The primary goal of this paper is to describe the routine water scarcity monitoring system (see Section 2. Materials and Methods), and show applications to acute water scarcity monitoring. We begin with an example for Lake Kariba, a dam along the Zambia and Zimbabwe border, where variations in measured lake levels generally correspond to time-varying information in water stress where m is a given month and y is a given year. Climatology m is the mean streamflow for each 12-month period based on the 1982-2016 FLDAS historical record.
To compute water scarcity, first, we aggregate population estimates to the Pfafstetter basin level 6 ( Figure 2b ). Then we divide the given 12-month total spatially aggregated streamflow (m 3 ) by the population to produce an estimate of m 3 /person. We then produce maps where each basin's water availability is classified by the values in Table 2 (Figure 2c ).
Next, to highlight acute water scarcity conditions, we map the departure from average conditions for that 12-month period. Average water scarcity conditions are based on the ratio of the climatological mean 12-month streamflow total (1982-2016 FLDAS simulations) and the most recent 2015 WorldPop population. Water scarcity for both climatology and the current month is assigned a numeric value 1-4 (absolute scarcity to no stress, following categories listed in Table 2 ), which allowed us to compute the difference of the current water-scarcity classification from the climatology (Figure 2d ). We show maps of the components of this system for January 2019 maps as examples of system inputs (Figure 2a ,b) and outputs (Figure 2c,d ). Streamflow and outputs vary by month and year, while population inputs are currently static in the system.
The primary goal of this paper is to describe the routine water scarcity monitoring system (see Section 2. Materials and Methods), and show applications to acute water scarcity monitoring. We begin with an example for Lake Kariba, a dam along the Zambia and Zimbabwe border, where variations in measured lake levels generally correspond to time-varying information in water stress anomaly maps. We then explore combined impacts of both streamflow and population change and how that manifests in our water scarcity index, first for continental Africa, and then for the Lake Victoria basin, where human pressures are challenging water managers [28] .
How Well Do the Maps Represent the Water Scarcity Events in Zambia and Zimbabwe That Affect the
Kariba Dam? Figure 3 shows monthly observed height levels for Lake Kariba from the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Global Reservoir and Lakes (G-REALM) project, measured by satellite altimetry data [37] , and water stress maps for three selected months for comparison. According to the January 1996 map (Figure 3 , bottom left) numerous basins in the southern Zambia and northern Zimbabwe region were in a water stress category that was 1-3 classes drier than would be expected in a typical January, and this corresponds with measured lower than average Lake Kariba height. In January 2011 ( Figure 3 , bottom middle) numerous basins in that region show water stress conditions in a more positive state than a typical January, around 1-2 classes higher than average, which corresponds to measured higher than average reservoir height at that time. Most recently, in June 2019, Figure 3 data show impacts of a drier than average 2018-2019 rainfall season on basins in the region. Dry conditions are reflected in both reservoir heights and the water stress classification. News reports from 2019 confirmed low levels (29% full [38] ) in the Kariba Dam, reducing hydropower supply and threatening complete shut-down [39, 40] . Water shortages were also reported in Botswana [41] in 2019 and in Namibia, where severe drought left many people without access to clean water for crops and drinking water for people and livestock [42] . The June 2019 map indicates higher than average water stress categories in these areas are reflected in both reservoir heights and the water stress classification. News reports from 2019 confirmed low levels (29% full [38] ) in the Kariba Dam, reducing hydropower supply and threatening complete shut-down [39, 40] . Water shortages were also reported in Botswana [41] in 2019 and in Namibia, where severe drought left many people without access to clean water for crops and drinking water for people and livestock [42] . The June 2019 map indicates higher than average water stress categories in these areas 1 -J a n -9 6 1 -J a n -9 8 1 -J a n -0 0 1 -J a n -0 2 1 -J a n -0 4 1 -J a n -0 6 1 -J a n -0 8 1 -J a n -1 0 1 -J a n -1 2 1 -J a n -1 4 1 -J a n -1 6 1 -J a n -1 8 1 -J a n -2 0 
How Have Water Scarcity Classes Changed over Time as a Function of Changes in Streamflow?
In addition to monitoring conditions, we wanted to understand how water scarcity has changed over time exclusively as a function of streamflow, holding population constant. To answer this question, first we computed the difference in mean annual streamflow for an early period (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) and a late period (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) (2014) (2015) . The difference between the periods is shown in Figure 4a . Notable patterns in this figure are the decrease in streamflow for central Africa, southern Tanzania, southern Kenya, Somalia, Guinea, southern Africa, and western Madagascar. Meanwhile other regions have shown a marked increase: Lake Victoria region, Malawi, Zambia, northern Mozambique, and Ghana and neighboring countries.
We explored using a linear trend for this analysis but favor period-differences for several reasons. First, linear trends are sensitive to extreme events, particularly at the end-point of the time period. Second, linear trends are sensitive to the time period that is used, making stated trends nonrobust and easy to misinterpret. A third reason is that we are particularly interested in how, over the past 20-30 years, have people been experiencing changes in water availability on a decadal scale.
The patterns in Figure 4a are generally confirmed by literature that references water availability trends estimated from the Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment (GRACE) satellite (2002-2014). 
In addition to monitoring conditions, we wanted to understand how water scarcity has changed over time exclusively as a function of streamflow, holding population constant. To answer this question, first we computed the difference in mean annual streamflow for an early period (1990-2002) and a late period (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) (2014) (2015) . The difference between the periods is shown in Figure 4a seen in a few basins in central Kenya, central Mozambique, and South Africa. Also interesting is that results do not show prominent increases in water stress associated with large streamflow declines across the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Republic of the Congo, Gabon, and Cameroon, but they do show more prominent increases in water stress in South Sudan. This is related to differences in regional hydro-climatology, with most of central-west Africa being consistently wet enough to remain in the "No Stress" Falkenmark category while less wet areas have more opportunity to transition between stress categories. 
How Have Water Scarcity Classes Changed over Time as a Function of Changes in Population?
In addition to understanding changes in supply, we wanted to understand how water scarcity has changed over time as a result of demand, represented by changes in population. To answer this question, we use the average annual streamflow from 1990-2015, and computed the change in population from 1990 to 2015 using the JRC GHS data. Figure 5a shows the change in population between the two time periods, 1990-2002 and 2003-2015. Brown colors indicate increasing population, which is the case over much of the continent. Particularly high population growth is shown in Ethiopia, Nigeria, and Lake Victoria basin.
Next, we ask: what is the effect of these changes in the context of the Falkenmark Index? Patterns in the change in water scarcity maps are similar to changes in population ( Figure 5b ). Unlike changes in hydrology that had a ±1 class impact on water availability, changes in population results in a −1 to −3 change in water scarcity class (not shown). While population is a simplistic proxy for demand, this result highlights the importance of including demand in the analysis of hydrologic changes if the results are to be applicable to water availability. Water-rich areas like the Congo and Liberia, did not change water-scarcity category despite increasing population. However, there are water-rich areas like Tanzania and Nigeria and other parts of the Gulf of Guinea coast where despite being water rich, population pressure is intense. We explored using a linear trend for this analysis but favor period-differences for several reasons. First, linear trends are sensitive to extreme events, particularly at the end-point of the time period. Second, linear trends are sensitive to the time period that is used, making stated trends non-robust and easy to misinterpret. A third reason is that we are particularly interested in how, over the past 20-30 years, have people been experiencing changes in water availability on a decadal scale.
The patterns in Figure 4a are generally confirmed by literature that references water availability trends estimated from the Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment (GRACE) satellite (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) (2014) . GRACE measures total water storage changes over time [43, 44] . Changes in FLDAS streamflow are largely driven by increases or decreases in rainfall, which is consistent with results in Rodell et al. [43] . For example, Rodell et al. [43] and FLDAS streamflow show a wetting trend in southwestern Africa, in the Okavango Basin that includes Angola, Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe (Figure 4a ). Farther south and east, in South Africa, eSwatini, Lethsoto, and Southern Mozambique there are drying trends due to decreasing rainfall. Both Rodell et al. and FLDAS streamflow show increases in the West African country of Ghana (and neighboring countries) with increases in rainfall. Rodell et al. attribute increases in the Lake Victoria region to increasing lake levels and groundwater. These characteristics are not modeled with FLDAS's Noah 3.6, but are ultimately driven by increases in rainfall.
While hydrologic trends are interesting, they do not address how much these changes matter in the context of water scarcity per capita. Here we ask, what is the effect of these changes in the context of the Falkenmark Index? To answer this question, we compute the Falkenmark index for the early and the late periods and map the changes in class (Figure 4b) . The positive and negative spatial patterns are generally similar, but show interesting results with respect to the scope of societal impacts. In areas with a change in water stress class, the change associated with a streamflow change is most often to a class ±1 level higher or lower. Exceptions, with more extreme class changes, are seen in a few basins in central Kenya, central Mozambique, and South Africa. Also interesting is that results do not show prominent increases in water stress associated with large streamflow declines across the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Republic of the Congo, Gabon, and Cameroon, but they do show more prominent increases in water stress in South Sudan. This is related to differences in regional hydro-climatology, with most of central-west Africa being consistently wet enough to remain in the "No Stress" Falkenmark category while less wet areas have more opportunity to transition between stress categories.
In addition to understanding changes in supply, we wanted to understand how water scarcity has changed over time as a result of demand, represented by changes in population. To answer this question, we use the average annual streamflow from 1990-2015, and computed the change in population from 1990 to 2015 using the JRC GHS data. Figure 5a shows the change in population between the two time periods, 1990-2002 and 2003-2015. Brown colors indicate increasing population, which is the case over much of the continent. Particularly high population growth is shown in Ethiopia, Nigeria, and Lake Victoria basin. Population is largely increasing, some places more than others. Ethiopia, Nigeria and Lake Victoria basins are notable; (b) using average streamflow conditions the effect of population has been to increase water scarcity. Change in classification due to population change is almost exclusively negative (i.e., scarcer).
How Have Water Scarcity Classes Changed over Time as a Function of Changes in Population and Changes in Hydrology in the Lake Victoria Basin?
To demonstrate how changes in both population and hydrology impact water availability we use an example of the Lake Victoria Basin. In this basin, population has steadily increased since 1990, from about 400 million to 1 billion people, in 2017. Hydrologic conditions (water supply) over this time period have fluctuated with a downward trend from 1990-2009, and relatively wetter conditions from 2010-2017. A linear trend of the full time period, or differencing of two time periods (1990-2002 vs. 2003-2018) suggests no large change in water supply. When we plot population, streamflow, water scarcity, and water scarcity classes on the same figure (Figure 6 ) we can see that between 1990-2001 the typical classification was "stress". From 2001-2009 the typical classification was "scarcity" with three instances of "absolute scarcity", predominantly related to increases in population. From 2010-2017, the relatively wet period the classification improved to "scarcity" but only reached the less severe "stress" category in 2012, the wettest year in the period. This example highlights how population increases can shift scarcity categories, even in basins where hydrologic conditions are increasing water supply. Population is largely increasing, some places more than others. Ethiopia, Nigeria and Lake Victoria basins are notable; (b) using average streamflow conditions the effect of population has been to increase water scarcity. Change in classification due to population change is almost exclusively negative (i.e., scarcer).
Next, we ask: what is the effect of these changes in the context of the Falkenmark Index? Patterns in the change in water scarcity maps are similar to changes in population (Figure 5b ). Unlike changes in hydrology that had a ±1 class impact on water availability, changes in population results in a −1 to −3 change in water scarcity class (not shown). While population is a simplistic proxy for demand, this result highlights the importance of including demand in the analysis of hydrologic changes if the results are to be applicable to water availability. Water-rich areas like the Congo and Liberia, did not change water-scarcity category despite increasing population. However, there are water-rich areas like Tanzania and Nigeria and other parts of the Gulf of Guinea coast where despite being water rich, population pressure is intense.
To demonstrate how changes in both population and hydrology impact water availability we use an example of the Lake Victoria Basin. In this basin, population has steadily increased since 1990, from about 400 million to 1 billion people, in 2017. Hydrologic conditions (water supply) over this time period have fluctuated with a downward trend from 1990-2009, and relatively wetter conditions from 2010-2017. A linear trend of the full time period, or differencing of two time periods (1990-2002 vs. 2003-2018) suggests no large change in water supply. When we plot population, streamflow, water scarcity, and water scarcity classes on the same figure ( Figure 6 ) we can see that between 1990-2001 the typical classification was "stress". From 2001-2009 the typical classification was "scarcity" with three instances of "absolute scarcity", predominantly related to increases in population. From 2010-2017, the relatively wet period the classification improved to "scarcity" but only reached the less severe "stress" category in 2012, the wettest year in the period. This example highlights how population increases can shift scarcity categories, even in basins where hydrologic conditions are increasing water supply. (Table 2) . Despite the positive trend in streamflow since 2000, water available per capita has not increased.
Discussion and Conclusions
Our modified, operational Falkenmark Index, representing the current month's water availability based on population data and FLDAS streamflow, fills an important gap between acute drought-monitoring and chronic water-scarcity analysis. Drought monitoring efforts like NLDAS and Princeton Analytics provide routine updates regarding water supply but do not produce indices that account for water demand. We borrow from the chronic water-scarcity community to address water demand, and operationalize the Falkenmark index, traditionally based on annual water supply, by using a 12-month running total of streamflow. Our use of the Pfafstetter 6 hydrologic units further operationalizes previous water scarcity approaches by moving away from the national, or large river basin scale to compute water scarcity over smaller catchments that better represent the local nature of water availability.
This system provides monthly-updated maps of water scarcity (no stress, stress, scarcity and absolute scarcity) as well as maps that show how this classification deviates from the long-term average. These maps highlight acute water scarcity events and provide up-to-date information for 1 -J a n -8 2 1 -J a n -8 5 1 -J a n -8 8 1 -J a n -9 1 1 -J a n -9 4 1 -J a n -9 7 1 -J a n -0 0 1 -J a n -0 3 1 -J a n -0 6 1 -J a n -0 9 1 -J a n -1 2 1 -J a n -1 5 1 -J a n - (Table 2) . Despite the positive trend in streamflow since 2000, water available per capita has not increased.
This system provides monthly-updated maps of water scarcity (no stress, stress, scarcity and absolute scarcity) as well as maps that show how this classification deviates from the long-term average. These maps highlight acute water scarcity events and provide up-to-date information for decision makers who need to prioritize assistance at a regional scale and plan at a local scale. Compared to previously existing publicly available hydrologic and population datasets, this system provides decision makers with more timely information that is also interpretable, in that water stress changes can be traced back to FLDAS streamflow estimates based on CHIRPS and MERRA-2 climate inputs.
While it is difficult to validate specific locations' water scarcity classification, our maps show similar spatial patterns of scarcity in the Horn of Africa, southern Africa, and north Africa as studies using an inverse function of annual withdrawals to availability (Water Stress Index (WSI)) [12] , the ratio of withdrawals to mean annual runoff (WSI; IWMI; [45] , or the withdrawal to availability ratio (WRR [46] ). However, our index, and the cumulative demand to withdrawal ratio (CWD) from Hanaski et al. [46] , indicates more scarcity in densely populated regions of West Africa, and scarcity in Madagascar, both of which are confirmed in news reports (e.g., Ivory Coast [47] , Madagascar [48] ).
Our approach does not highlight water scarcity in sparsely populated areas (e.g., the Sahara Desert, Eastern Kenya, and the Kalahari Desert), due to low population. This has been highlighted as a drawback of the Falkenmark Index, and may under-represent the severity of water insecurity for poor populations, living in marginal areas with low population density and water supply. In many studies of chronic water stress, however, regions with low population density and, therefore, a small volume of absolute water demand are often masked out e.g., [45, 49] . Alternatively, scarcity mapped with blue water footprints [1] do capture these low population density areas. To operationalize this or other more complicated approaches development of a high quality, moderate spatial resolution (e.g., 10 km 2 ) publicly available water use (consumption or withdrawals) maps, with water volumes expressed relative to a hydrologic model's naturalized streamflow, would be useful to bridge the gap between advances in research and more applications-oriented approaches.
In our exploration of changes of streamflow and population over time we found that annual water scarcity was more sensitive to population changes (Figures 4b and 5b ). This is commensurate with Vorosmarty et al. [10] who highlight the expected changes to water scarcity due to climate change is far less than expected changes from population change. However, our routinely updated maps with static population show a range of ±3 classes ( Figure 2) . Meanwhile, the Lake Victoria Basin example ( Figure 6) shows that year-to-year variation in a basin ( Figure 5 ) changed the water stress by two classes from "absolute scarcity" to "stress", highlighting the importance of hydrologic variability on acute water scarcity. Additional modeling experiments and studies regarding hydrologic change and its relation to landuse/landcover change could be beneficial for planning for improved water use efficiency and management.
This work did not address the limitations related to uncertainty in the hydrologic or land surface modeling highlighted by Schere and Pfister [23] . The FLDAS model is uncalibrated and relies on global soil and vegetation parameters and parameters that are a source of considerable uncertainty [50] . However, select comparisons with data from the Global Runoff Data Center show that FLDAS performs well (R > 0.70) in naturalized flow regimes and larger basins (e.g., R > 0.7 in the Orange Basin [51] and R > 0.8 in the Upper Blue Nile Basin [52] ). These data are also publicly available for independent verification by interested parties, which we encourage before applying FLDAS data to local scale studies and other applications. Future work should also consider the role of additional water sources, like groundwater, in our estimate of water scarcity.
Another limitation is that our routine water-scarcity index anomaly estimates are based on static population estimates. As highlighted in the Lake Victoria Basin example even when current hydrologic conditions are similar to past years population increase will result in greater water scarcity over time. Our routine mapping does not capture this, which likely underestimates the severity of current conditions in a historical context (assuming there have been no improvements in efficiency and management). How to implement a changing population over time in an operational context and further exploration of these assumptions, could be an avenue for future research.
Despite limitations, the system we describe here provides routinely updated situational awareness of water scarcity conditions in a transparent framework. Our straightforward approach provides easy to interpret information that could be applied to other sectors such as health, food security, natural hazards, and governance. 
